Wesley Bishop (HB 718)

Act No. 413

Existing law provides that each driver of a passenger car, van, or truck having a gross weight
of 10,000 pounds or less, commonly referred to as a pickup truck, shall have a safety belt
properly fastened about his or her body at all times when the vehicle is in forward motion.
Existing law further provides that any person who violates existing law shall be subject to
the following penalties:
(1)

Upon conviction of a first offense, the fine shall be $25 which shall include all costs
of court.

(2)

Upon conviction of a second offense, the fine shall be $50 which shall include all
costs of court.

(3)

Upon conviction of a third offense and any subsequent offense, the fine shall be $50
plus all costs of court.

New law provides for an additional $20 penalty for violations in Orleans Parish, which shall
be deposited into the indigent defender fund.
Existing law further provides that funds collected from traffic violations shall be paid into
the treasury of the parish in which the court is situated and deposited in a special "Criminal
Court Fund" account, which, on motion by the district attorney and approval order of the
district judge, may be used or paid out in defraying the expenses of the criminal courts of the
parish.
Existing law provides that from the fines collected, the sheriffs, except in Orleans Parish,
shall retain 12% of the amount of fines collected to go into the sheriff's general fund in each
parish and an additional 12% of the amount of fines collected shall be transmitted to the
district attorney of the judicial district or be used by the district attorney in defraying such
expenses of his office as in his discretion may be necessary.
Existing law further provides that the remainder of the fines collected for violations of
parking restrictions and for false certification of mobility impairment by a physician shall be
forwarded to the Disability Affairs Trust Fund.
New law further provides that the additional $20 penalty collected on safety belt violations
in Orleans Parish shall be deposited into the indigent defender fund.
Effective August 1, 2012.
(Amends R.S. 32:295.1(G)(2); Adds R.S. 15:571.11(A)(1)(d) and R.S. 32:295.1(G)(3))

