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$&7�1R�����Regular Session, 2004

HOUSE BILL NO. 1399

BY REPRESENTATIVE SALTER

AN ACT1

To amend and reenact R.S. 3:3801(A)(introductory paragraph) and 3803 and to enact R.S.2

3:3801(A)(14) and (C)(11), 3804(A)(8), 3807(B)(7), 3808(P), and 3816(5) and (6),3

relative to the landscape irrigation contractors; to provide for the licensing of4

landscape irrigation contractors; to provide for commission membership; to provide5

for examination of applicants; to provide for regulation and licensure terms and6

conditions; to provide for exemptions; and to provide for related matters.7

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:8

Section 1.  R.S. 3:3801(A)(introductory paragraph) and 3803 are hereby amended and9

reenacted and R.S. 3:3801(A)(14) and (C)(11), 3804(A)(8), 3807(B)(7), 3808(P), and10

3816(5)  and (6) are hereby enacted to read as follows:11

§3801.  Horticulture Commission 12

A.  The Horticulture Commission of Louisiana is hereby created within the13

Department of Agriculture and Forestry to be comprised of the following thirteen14

fourteen members:15

*          *          *16

(14)  A licensed landscape irrigation contractor.17

*          *          *18

C.  The following members shall serve terms of four years and shall be19

appointed by the commissioner, subject to confirmation of the Senate, in accordance20

with the following provisions: 21

*          *          *22
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(11)  The licensed landscape irrigation contractor shall be appointed during1

the first year of each administration from a list of three persons nominated by the2

Louisiana Irrigation Association.3

*          *          *4

§3803.  Definitions 5

As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the following6

meanings ascribed to them: 7

(1)  "Chairman" means the chairman of the commission.8

(2)  "Commission" means the Horticultural Horticulture Commission of9

Louisiana.10

(3)  "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Agriculture.11

(4)  "Direct supervision" means giving direction or instruction to and12

accepting responsibility for the work product of the person being supervised.13

(5)  "Landscape irrigation contractor" means a person who is licensed to14

construct, install, connect, repair, maintain, improve, or alter any portion of a15

landscape irrigation system.16

(6)  "Landscape irrigation system" means any assemblage of component17

materials or special equipment that provides and distributes a controlled dispersion18

of water to landscaped areas for the purposes of irrigating vegetation or controlling19

dust and erosion. 20

(5) (7)  "License" means a document issued by the commissioner authorizing21

the holder to engage in the profession indicated thereon.22

(6) (8)  "Mobile unit" means a container or means of conveyance from which23

cut flowers or nursery stock are sold.24

(7) (9)  "Nursery" means any farm, grounds, or premises on which nursery25

stock is propagated, grown, or kept for sale or distribution.26

(8) (10)  "Nursery stock" means all trees, shrubs, ornamental plants, grass sod,27

or foliage plants grown or kept for propagation, distribution, or sale.28
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(9) (11)  "Nurseryman" means any person who engages in the production,1

distribution, and sale of nursery stock.2

(10) (12)  "Outlet" means a mobile unit or a place of business.3

(11) (13)  "Permit" means a document issued by the commissioner4

authorizing the holder to engage in the occupation indicated thereon.5

(12) (14)  "Person" means an individual, firm, association, partnership, or6

corporation.7

(13) (15)  "Place of business" means a permanent location or a portion of a8

permanent location from which business in a regulated profession or occupation is9

transacted.10

(14) (16)  "Secretary" means the secretary of the commission.11

*          *          *12

§3804.  Regulation of professions and occupations 13

A.  The commission shall regulate the following professions: 14

*          *          *15

(8)  Landscape irrigation contractors.16

*          *          *17

§3807.  Examinations18

*          *          *19

B.  The examination for each profession shall be compiled from lists of20

questions submitted by the following organizations: 21

*          *          *22

(7)  The landscape irrigation contractor examination shall be compiled from23

a list of questions submitted by the Louisiana Irrigation Association and the24

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry.25

*          *          *26

§3808.  Terms and conditions of licenses and permits 27

*          *          *28
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P.  Landscape irrigation contractors shall be subject to the following1

provisions:2

(1)  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a landscape irrigation3

contractor’s license authorizes the holder to construct, install, connect, repair,4

maintain, improve, or alter any portion of a landscape irrigation system, including the5

required wiring within that system, and to install and connect the landscape irrigation6

system to the required power supply and to a public or private water supply system.7

(2)  For license renewal, each landscape irrigation contractor shall obtain8

continuing training as determined by rule of the commission.9

(3)  He shall request and be issued any necessary permits from any governing10

authority.11

(4)  Prior to connecting to a public or private water supply system, a licensed12

landscape irrigation contractor shall obtain a water supply protection specialist13

endorsement from the State Plumbing Board. The State Plumbing Board shall issue14

a special endorsement of a water supply protection specialist to any licensed15

landscape irrigation contractor who completes the training required by the State16

Plumbing Board as provided for in R.S. 37:1368(H)(1); however, neither a17

journeyman plumber’s license nor a master plumber’s license shall be required.18

(5)  Backflow prevention devices shall be installed in accordance with the19

provisions of Part XIV of the Louisiana State Sanitary Code by a person holding a20

water supply protection specialist endorsement.21

(6)  Nothing in this Subsection shall permit any licensed landscape irrigation22

contractor to perform any electrical or plumbing services not provided for in this23

Subsection, for which a license is required from any other regulatory board.  Nothing24

in this Subsection shall prohibit a licensed electrician or plumber from providing25

electrical or plumbing services necessary to make or keep an irrigation system26

operational.27

*          *          *28
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§3816.  Special provisions 1

The following provisions shall supersede the requirements and provisions of2

this Chapter: 3

*          *          *4

(5)  A person who constructs, installs, connects, repairs, maintains, improves,5

or alters an irrigation system used for agricultural or forestry purposes or on property6

owned, managed, or leased by that person or his employer shall not be required to7

obtain a landscape irrigation contractor license as required by this Chapter.8

(6)  The provisions of this Chapter shall not supersede local ordinances9

adopted by local governing authorities regarding the installation of backflow10

prevention devices.11

Section 2.  This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not12

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature13

by the governor, as provided in Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana.  If14

vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become15

effective on the day following such approval.16

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:  


