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Regular Session, 2004

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 65

BY REPRESENTATIVE ODINET

FISHING/OYSTERS:  Requests the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to study the
development and implementation of a plan for the management of nuisance fish
around oyster beds

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION1

To urge and request the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to study the development and2

implementation of a plan for the management of nuisance fish around oyster beds.3

WHEREAS, the states along the Gulf of Mexico produce approximately two-thirds4

of the oysters consumed in the United States, and Louisiana, with a two hundred sixty-six5

million dollar industry, produces half of those which come from the Gulf of Mexico; and6

WHEREAS, one of the major problems faced by the oyster industry in the state of7

Louisiana is predation of the oysters by nuisance fish particularly black drum, with well over8

half of the oyster growers reporting significant losses in their annual production due to such9

predation; and10

WHEREAS, black drum can be very large fish, and they are equipped with mouths11

which can crush the molluscan shells even of large oysters but much prefer and are able to12

consume many more of the seed oysters as they are planted on the leases; and13

WHEREAS, black drum remain offshore during the warmer months but migrate to14

the shallow waters during the cooler months, which is the time that the oyster harvest is most15

productive and most vulnerable since it is the time that most of the seed oysters are being16

planted; and17

WHEREAS, predation of oysters is one of the major concerns of the oyster industry,18

and development and implementation of a plan for management of the nuisance fish would19

be of great assistance to the industry and is something that will necessitate promulgation of20

rules and regulations by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and possibly adoption of21

legislation by the legislature.22
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby urge1

and request the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to study the development and2

implementation of a plan for the management of nuisance fish around oyster beds.3

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the4

secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.5

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.

Odinet HCR No. 65

Requests the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to study the development and
implementation of a plan for the management of nuisance fish around oyster beds.


