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SRS 03-2159 ORIGINAL
Regular Session, 2003

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 13

BY SENATOR SMITH AND REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON

SENATE. Requests CBS Televisionto forgo its plansto develop and air "The
Real Beverly Hillbillies" television show.

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
To urge and request CBS Television to forgo its plansto develop and air "The

Real Beverly Hillbillies' television show.

WHEREAS, CBS Television isin the process of developing and airing
atelevision show titled "The Real Beverly Hillbillies', which will chronicle
the day-to-day encounters of apoor, rura family inamansion in Beverly Hills,
Cdlifornia, borrowing its premise from the 1960’s sitcom; and

WHEREAS, CBS Television has focused its search for such afamily
in the Appalachian hills of Kentucky, circulating fliers in the state’s poorest
counties offering a"$1,000 REWARD" for tips leading to suitable subjects;
and

WHEREAS, the "joke" is that they will not know how to live with
riches, servants, modern appliances, and prepared food, with CBS hoping and
expecting audiences to watch and laugh at the family; and

WHEREAS, airing such a television show involves humiliating,

stereotyping, and discriminating against persons of extreme poverty; and
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WHEREAS, CBS has outraged many rural Americans, who make up
twenty percent of the U.S. population, or 56.4 million people, with its plans to
air the program; and

WHEREAS, while watching arural family being ridiculed in front of
national television may be entertaining to CBS, it raises serious questions
about the future of television programs in the United States; and

WHEREAS, rural Americaisfilled with hard-working individuals, who
have a strong sense of family, commitment to their community, deeply held
religious beliefs, and who are self-sufficient; and

WHEREAS, certainly the writers and creators of television programing
at CBS Television can develop more educational shows that will be beneficial
to al Americans; and

WHEREAS, in deciding whether or not to air "The Rea Beverly
Hillbillies', CBS should take note of the following quote about television from
Edmund R. Murrow and consider televisions impact on society:

"This instrument can teach, it can illuminate, and, yes, it can inspire.

But it can do so only to the extent that humans are determined to use it

to those ends. Otherwiseit isnothing but wires and lightsin a box."

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legidature of Louisiana
does hereby urge and request CBS Television to forgo and cancel plans to
develop and air "The Real Beverly Hillbillies' television show.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to Mr. Leslie Moonves, president and chief executive officer of

CBS.

Page 2 of 3



SRS 03-2159 ORIGINAL

The origina instrument and the following digest, which
constitutes no part of the legislative instrument, were prepared
by Todd Parker.

DIGEST

Requests CBS to forgo and cancel plansto develop and air "The Real Beverly
Hillbillies" television show.
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