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Regular Session, 2009

HOUSE BILL NO. 725

BY REPRESENTATIVES MICHAEL JACKSON, ABRAMSON, AUBERT, AUSTIN
BADON, BOBBY BADON, BALDONE, BARROW, BILLIOT, BROSSETT,
HENRY BURNS, BURRELL, CARMODY, CARTER, CHANDLER, CONNICK,
CORTEZ, CROMER, DANAHAY, DIXON, FANNIN, FOIL, GEYMANN,
GISCLAIR, MICKEY GUILLORY, GUINN, HARDY, HAZEL, HENRY, HINES,
HONEY, HOWARD, HUTTER, LAFONTA, LEGER, LIGI, LOPINTO, MCVEA,
MILLS, PEARSON, PETERSON, POPE, RICHARD, RICHMOND, SCHRODER,
SIMON, JANE SMITH, PATRICIA SMITH, ST. GERMAIN, STIAES, TALBOT,
TEMPLET, THIBAUT, TUCKER, WADDELL, WILLIAMS, WILLMOTT, AND
WOOTON AND SENATORS BROOME AND MARIONNEAUX

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT1

To enact R.S. 32:76.1 and 201, relative to bicycles; to provide a method by which  drivers2

of  vehicles shall pass bicyclists; to provide for penalties; to provide for publications,3

signage, and a public awareness campaign; to prohibit certain actions against4

bicyclists; to provide for penalties; and to provide for related matters.5

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:6

Section 1. R.S. 32:76.1 and 201 are hereby enacted to read as follows:7

§76.1.  Limitations on passing bicycles8

A.  This Section shall be known as the Colin Goodier Protection Act.9

B.  The operator of a motor vehicle, when overtaking and passing a bicycle10

proceeding in the same direction on the roadway, shall leave a safe distance between11

the motor vehicle and the bicycle of not less than three feet and shall maintain such12

clearance until safely past the overtaken bicycle.13

C.  The Department of Public Safety and Corrections, office of motor14

vehicles, is directed to include a summary of this Section in any instructional15

publication for drivers.16

D.  The Department of Transportation and Development is directed to place17

signs in areas frequently used by bicyclists in an effort to make motorists aware of18

the need to share the road with bicyclists.19
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E.  The Louisiana Highway Safety  Commission is directed to engage in a1

public awareness campaign to notify motorists and bicyclists of the provisions of this2

Section.3

F.  Any person who violates this Section shall be fined not more than two4

hundred fifty dollars.5

*          *          *6

§201.  Harassment of bicyclists prohibited; penalties7

A.  It shall be unlawful to harass, taunt, or maliciously throw objects at or in8

the  direction of any person riding a bicycle.9

B.  Any person who violates this Section shall be fined not less than two10

hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days.11
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