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HLS 09RS-347 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2009
HOUSE BILL NO. 223

BY REPRESENTATIVE ARMES

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.
SCHOOL S/EMPLOY EES: Relativetononcomplex health proceduresperformed by certain

school employees, changes references to "outside tracheostomy suctioning” to
"tracheostomy suctioning"

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 17:436(A)(2) and (E), relative to noncomplex health procedures
performed by certain school employees; to change all references to "outside
tracheostomy suctioning” to "tracheostomy suctioning”; and to provide for related
matters.
Beit enacted by the Legidlature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 17:436(A)(2) and (E) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:
8436. Performing noncomplex health procedures; definitions; conditions;
restrictions; safety equipment, materials, and supplies
A. Asused in this Section, the term "noncomplex health procedure” shall
mean atask which is safely performed according to exact directions, with no need
to alter the standard procedure, and which yields predictable results. It shall include

the following:

(2) Health maintenance procedures such as postural drainage, percussion,
ottstele tracheostomy suctioning, and gastrostomy feeding and monitoring of these

procedures.
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E. Notwithstanding any provision of law or any rule, regulation, or policy
to the contrary, no employee other than a registered nurse, licensed medical
physician, an appropriate licensed health professional, or hired and trained
unlicensed nursing personnel or unlicensed assistive personnel as defined by the
Louisiana State Board of Nursing shall be required to perform an—ottside a
tracheostomy suctioning procedure on any child in an educational setting. However,
nothing in this Section shall prohibit an employee who volunteers to perform such
procedure and who complies with the training and demonstration requirements as
provided in Paragraphs (B)(2) and (3) of this Section from being allowed to perform

such procedure on a child in an educational setting.

* * *

DIGEST

Thedigest printed bel ow was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Armes HB No. 223

Abstract: Relative to noncomplex health procedures that are performed by certain school
employees, changes present law references to "outside tracheostomy suctioning” to
"tracheostomy suctioning”.

Present law providesrel ativeto school empl oyees performing noncomplex health procedures
for students. Prohibits local school boards from requiring employees other than certain
licensed health professional sto perform such procedures until certain conditions have been
met. Prohibitsindividual swho have beentrained to perform such proceduresfrom declining
to do so except as exempted for certain reasons. Defines "noncomplex health procedure” as
any task which is safely performed according to exact directions with no need to alter the
standard procedure and which yields predictable results. Includesin such definition health
maintenance procedures such as postural drainage, percussion, outside tracheostomy
suctioning, and gastrostomy feeding and monitoring of these procedures. Proposed law
retains present law except changes "outside tracheostomy suctioning” to "tracheostomy
suctioning"”.

Present law further provides that no employee other than certain licensed health
professionals shall be required to perform an outside tracheostomy suctioning procedure on
any child in an educational setting. Allows a school employee who volunteers to perform
such procedure and who complieswith present law training and demonstration requirements
to perform such procedure.

(AmendsR.S. 17:436(A)(2) and (E))
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