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HLS 06RS-1387 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2006
HOUSE BILL NO. 540

BY REPRESENTATIVE BURNS

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: Requiresthe Governor's Office of Homeland Security
and Emergency Preparedness to develop an emergency communications System

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 29:726(F), relative to the Governor's Office of Homeland
Security and Emergency Preparedness; to require the office to develop a
communications system; to requirethe system to be ableto withstand hurricaneforce
winds; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 29:726(F) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§726. Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness;
authority and responsibilities
* * *
F.(1) The Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency
Preparedness shall ascertain what means exist for rapid communicationsin times of
disaster or emergencies, shall consider the desirability of supplementing these
communicationsresourcesor of integrating theminto acomprehensivestate or state-
federal telecommunication or other communicationssystem or itsseveral parts, shall
evaluate the possibility of multipurpose use thereof for general state and local

governmental purposes, and shall make recommendations to the governor as

appropriate.
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(2)(a) The Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency

Preparedness shall be responsible for developing a private encrypted microwave

fiber and/or satellite network using an Internet protocol.

(b) The system should be able to withstand hurricane force winds while

making the best possible use of redundant fiber, both fixed and wireless, and making

use of licensed and licensed-exempt spectrum to ensure that first responders have a

voice and data communications system post event.

* * *

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument.

Burns HB No. 540

Abstract: Requires the Governor's Office of Emergency Preparedness and Homeland
Security to develop a communications system.

Proposed law requires the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency
Preparedness to be responsible for developing a private encrypted microwave fiber and/or
satellite network using an Internet protocol.

Proposed law requires the system to be able to withstand hurricane force winds while
making the best possible use of redundant fiber, both fixed and wirel ess, and making use of
licensed and licensed-exempt spectrum to ensure that first responders have avoice and data
communications system post event.

(Amends R.S. 29:726(F))
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