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HLS 06RS-1240 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2006
HOUSE BILL NO. 498

BY REPRESENTATIVE BARROW

BUILDING CODES: Creates Green Buildings standards for certain buildings

AN ACT
To enact R.S. 40:1724.1, relative to building standards; to provide for energy and
environmental design standards for certain buildings; to provide for exceptions; to
provide for a green buildings advisory council; to provide for an effective date; and
to provide for related matters.
Beit enacted by the Legidlature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 40:1724.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

81724.1. Green building standards

A. Findings; purpose; definitions. (1) Thelegislature finds that:

(&) Energy costs for public buildings are skyrocketing and will likely

continue to increase.

(b) Enerqgy use by public buildings contributes substantially to the problems

of pollution and global warming.

(c) Public buildings can be built and renovated using high-performance

methods that save energy costs, preserve the environment, and make workers and

students more productive.

(2) Thepurpose of this Section isto more efficiently spend public funds and

protect the health and welfare of residents.

(3) As used in this Section, the following terms shall have the meanings

ascribed to them in this Paragraph:
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(a) "Division" means the division of administration.

b) "LEED silver standard" meansthe United States Green Building Council

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design green building rating standard

referred to as the silver standard.

(c) "Major facility project" means abuilding construction project larger than

five thousand gross square feet of occupied or conditioned space or a building

renovation project when the cost is greater than fifty percent of the assessed value

and the project is larger than five thousand gross square fee of occupied or

conditioned space.

(d) "Public Agency" meanseverystate office, board, commission, committee,

bureau, department or public institution of higher education.

B. Green building standards. (1) All major facility projects of public

agencies shall be designed, constructed, and certified to at |least the LEED silver

standard. This provision appliesto major facility projects that have not entered the

design phase prior to October 1, 2006.

(2) All major facility projects of a public school district, where the project

receives any funding from the state capital or operating budget, shall be designed,

constructed, and certified to at least the LEED silver standard. This provision

applies to major facility projects that have not entered the design phase prior to

January 1, 2007.

(3) All major facility projects by any person, corporation, or entity other than

apublic agency or public school district, wherethe project receivesany funding from

the state capital construction or operating budgets, shall be designated, constructed,

and certified to at least the LEED silver standard. This provision applies to major

facility projects that have not entered the grant application process prior to January

1, 2007.

4) A major facility project does not have to meet the LEED silver standard
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a) Thereisno ropriate LEED silver standard for that type of building or

renovation project. Insuch case, thedivision will set lesser green building standards

that are appropriate to the project.

(b) Thereisno practical way to apply the LEED silver standard to aparticular

building or renovation project. In such case, the division will set lesser green

building standards that are appropriate to the project.

(c) The building or renovation project is an electricity transmitter building,

awater pumping station, or a hospital.

C. Administration and reports. (1) The division shall promulgate such

regulations, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, as are necessary

to_enforce this Section. Those regulations shall include how the division will

determine whether a project qualifies for an exception from the LEED silver

standard, and the lesser green building standards that may be imposed on projects

that are granted exceptions.

(2) Thedivision shall monitor and document ongoing operating savings that

result from major facility projects designed, constructed, and certified asmeeting the

LEED silver standard and annualy publish a public report of findings and

recommended changes in policy. The report shall also include a description of

projectsthat were granted exceptionsfrom the LEED silver standard, the reasonsfor

exceptions, and the lesser green building standards imposed.

(3) Thedivision shall create agreen buildings advisory committee composed

of representatives from the design and construction industry involved in public

works contracting, personnel from affected public agencies and school boards that

oversee public works projects, and others at the division's discretion to provide

advice on implementing this Section. The advisory committee shall make

recommendations regarding an education and training process and an _ongoing

evauation or feedback process to help the division implement this Section.

D. Protection from liability. No person, corporation, or entity, shall be held

liable for the failure of amajor facility project to meet the LEED silver standard or
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other standard established for the project as long as a good faith attempt was made

to achieve the standard set for the project.

Section 2. ThisAct shall becomeeffectiveon July 1, 2006; if vetoed by the governor
and subsequently approved by the legidature, this Act shall become effective on July 1,

2006, or on the day following such approval by the legidature, whichever islater.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidlative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legidlative instrument.

Barrow HB No. 498

Abstract: Provides for Green Building standards for certain public buildings and other
buildingswhicharefully or partially funded with public funds. Requiresthedivision
of administration to administer the standards and to create agreen buildings advisory
council.

Proposed law requires the following projects to be certified to at least the U.S. Green
Building Council Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design green building rating
standard referred to as the silver standard ("LEED silver standard"):

Q) All major facility projects of public agencies that have not entered the design phase
prior to October 1, 2006.

2 All mgjor facility projects of a public school district, where the project receives any
funding from the state capital construction or operating budget, that have not entered
the design phase prior to Jan. 1, 2007.

3 All mgjor facility projects by any person, corporation, or entity other than a public
agency or public school district, where the project receives any funding from the
state capital construction or operating budgets, and which have not entered into the
grant application process before Jan. 1, 2007.

Proposed law provides that amgjor facility project does not have to meet the LEED silver
standard if:

@ Thereisno appropriate LEED silver standard for that type of building or renovation
project or thereis no practical way to apply the standard. In such case, the division
will set lesser green building standards that are appropriate to the project.

(b) The building or renovation project is an electricity transmitter building, awater
pumping station, or a hospital.

Definesthe term "major facility project” to mean abuilding construction project larger than
5,000 gross square feet of occupied or conditioned space or a building renovation project
when the cost is greater than 50% of the assessed value and the project islarger than 5,000
gross square fee of occupied or conditioned space.

Proposed law requiresthe division to monitor and document ongoing operating savings that
result from application of the LEED silver standard and annually publish apublic report of
findings and recommended policy changes.

Page 4 of 5

CODING: Wordsinstruekthrotgh type are del etionsfrom existing law; words underscored
are additions.



HLS 06RS-1240 ORIGINAL
HB NO. 498

Proposed law requiresthedivision to create agreen buildings advisory committeeto provide
adviceonimplementing proposed |aw and to make recommendati onsregarding an education
and training process and an ongoing evaluation or feedback process.

Proposed law provides that no person shall be held liable for the failure of amajor facility
project to meet the LEED silver standard or other standard established for the project aslong
as agood faith attempt was made to achieve the standard.

Effective July 1, 2006.

(AddsR.S. 40:1724.1)
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