
July 19, 2007

The Honorable Glenn Koepp
Secretary of the Senate
State Capitol
Baton Rouge, LA  70804

Re: Senate Bill No. 266 by Senator Fields
FISCAL CONTROLS: Authorizes the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget to review,
amend, and approve or disapprove various proposals and plans submitted by the Louisiana
Recovery Authority.

Dear Mr. Koepp:

The Louisiana Recovery Authority was established by Executive Order following Hurricane Katrina
and Hurricane Rita to develop and promote short-term and long-term policies, priorities and plans
for recovery in the state. Thereafter, the LRA was enacted into law by this Legislature delegating
the same authority to it.  These policies, priorities and plans are submitted to the Governor and the
Legislature in the form of action plans with oversight by the Joint Legislative Committee on the
Budget. The Budget Committee serves as the budgetary and fiscal representative of the Legislature
of Louisiana and assists that body in the discharge of its fiscal and budgetary responsibilities.

Article II, Section 2, of the Louisiana Constitution provides that "[e]xcept as otherwise provided by
this constitution, no one of [the three separate branches: legislative, executive, and judicial], nor any
person holding office in one of them, shall exercise power belonging to either of the others." In
general, the province of the Legislative Branch is to enact laws and to attend to financial matters;
and the province of the Executive Branch is to execute most of those laws. Senate Bill No. 266
would extend to the Budget Committee the "... authority to review, amend, and approve or
disapprove CDBG proposals, Action Plans, Partial Action Plans, and amendments to Action Plans
or Partial Action Plans submitted to it by the Louisiana Recovery Authority."  Insofar as Senate Bill
No. 266 is not limited to the Legislative power over finances it is in violation of Article II.  For these
reasons, I have vetoed Senate Bill No. 266 and am returning it to the Senate.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco
Governor
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