
July 6, 2001

The Honorable Alfred W. Speer 
Clerk of the House of Representatives
State Capitol
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Re: House Bill No. 1828 by Representative Townsend
Physician Assistants: Revises the definition of “the practice of medicine, surgery, or 
midwifery”

Dear Mr. Speer:

The purpose of this bill is to ensure that only competent and skilled personnel participate in the
delivery of medical care, a purpose which I wholeheartedly support.  However, the bill statutorily
prohibits the delegation by a physician of any medical tasks or duties related to the administration
of anesthesia to an anesthesiologist assistant.  In essence, the bill prohibits a person from pursuing
a line of work in the field of medicine, and also prohibits a medical doctor from delegating tasks to
persons under the doctor’s supervision in the treatment of patients under the doctor’s care.

I believe that the above stated purpose of the bill will better be accomplished by legislative action
which sets forth the education and training necessary to become an anesthesiologist assistant, a
process for the licensing of those persons who pursue such discipline, an enumeration of tasks, or
duties which such licensed person shall be authorized to perform, and the circumstances under which
such licensed person shall be authorized to perform such tasks or duties.

Accordingly, I am vetoing House Bill No. 1828 and returning it to the House of Representatives.
However, in recognition of the stated purpose of the bill, and the immediate necessity for
establishing the education, training, licensing, and performance requirements set forth above in order
to protect the public, I shall cause to be formed a commission whose duty it shall be to draft and
suggest legislation to be considered and adopted at the next special session of the legislature, so that
the purposes of this bill may be accomplished without delay.  I shall appoint the author of this bill
as chairman of the commission.

Sincerely,

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
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